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Dear Parents/Carers,

Re: WhatsApp

Recently there have been several incidents related to the misuse of WhatsApp. I wanted to inform you that
these incidents are involving several Class 3 pupils being part of/invited into chat groups, and, in the latest
incident, being exposed to unsuitable images/content.

WhatsApp is a chat application which can be used on a mobile phone or tablet, it lets you send messages,
images and videos to friends. You can have one to one and group conversations.

This letter is to make you aware that your child may be using WhatsApp without your knowledge and you
should be mindful that the minimum age for WhatsApp is currently 16 or over.

We have investigated this latest incident, however I ask that you carefully monitor what your child is viewing
online, and that they are reminded that they must tell you if they receive anything inappropriate from any
application.

As a school we strongly advise you to remove the chat groups involving any other children, given the age limit
for the use of the application and that often the children are randomly added to these groups, often with
people that they do not know.

Beckingham Primary School continue to educate your children in online safety through a number of teaching
strategies including lessons in PSHE and Computing, whole school assemblies and through the DAaRT and
Web Warriors programme every 2-years (our Year 6 pupils undertook this last year and the Year 5 children
will undertake the programme in the academic year of 2024-25).

If you require any further advice, please come and speak to me.

Yours faithfully,

Prilaps

Peter Phillips
Head teacher

I%l Nottinghamshire County Council
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ONLINE CONTENT

10 tips to keep your children safe online

Theinternet has transformed the ability to access content. Many apps that children use are dependent on user-generated content which
can encourage freedom of expression, imagination and creativity. However, due to the sheer volume uploaded every day, it can be difficult
for platforms to regulate and moderate everything, which means that disturbing or distressing images, videos or audio clips can slip
through the net. That's why we've created this guide to provide parents and carers with some useful tips on keeping children safe online.
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